
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Michael J. Palacio Scholarship for Diversity 

through Service 

 
Award:  $1,000 

Application Deadline:  May 25, 2018 
  



In loving memory of Corporal Michael J. Palacio 

 

 
 

August 11, 1988 – March 29, 2012 

  



The Michael J. Palacio Scholarship for Diversity through Service 

 
Have you ever wondered how people from completely different walks of life can come together 

to achieve a common goal, and embrace one another as family?  One common factor that 

allows this to happen is when people unite to serve a cause higher than themselves.  That cause 

may be in the immediate community, state, nation, or even the world as a whole.  Regardless of 

where or how individuals choose to serve their fellow man, it is likely they will encounter other 

individuals of whom they have nothing in common. The remarkable part is not necessarily the 

service, or the individuals, but the unbreakable bonds they form while serving together. 

 

Michael Palacio and scholarship founder Aaron Slate both joined the United States Marine 

Corps in 2007.  Michael, a rockabilly, southern California native, met Aaron in 2010 while they 

were assigned to the same unit in Okinawa, Japan.  Aaron was a good ole’ southern boy from 

the small town of Greenbrier, Tennessee.  Just looking at them, one would probably wonder 

what the two could possibly have in common.  The answer was service to their unit, country, 

and eventually, supporting combat operations in Afghanistan. 

 

While training to deploy to Afghanistan, the two became close friends and spent much of their 

time together.  While in Afghanistan, the Marines were almost always assigned to different 

missions, but every time they saw one another it was like a family reunion.  At one point they 

had begun talks of meeting one another’s families after the deployment, but unfortunately 

things did not go as planned. 

 

On March 29, 2012, about two months before the end of the deployment, Corporal Michael J. 

Palacio was killed in action while supporting combat operations in Afghanistan’s Helmand 

Province.  While leading a convoy providing security for a road construction team, Michael’s 

armored vehicle hit a roadside bomb killing him and wounding two others.   

 

Approximately six months later, Aaron separated from the Marine Corp with an honorable 

discharge.  At this time, he was able to travel to California to see Michael’s final resting place 

and spend a short time with Michael’s family.  Aaron had always dreamed of doing something 

to honor the memory and example of his friend.  Last year, Aaron was able to make this dream 

a reality.  With the help and support of Michael’s family and communities all across America, 

Aaron founded this scholarship to honor the life of Michael Palacio while promoting diversity 

through service. 

 

 

  



Applicant Criteria 
As a Marine, Michael Palacio was an outstanding leader.  He led from the front and by example, 

and was never afraid to challenge situations that went against his personal values.  He always 

strove to meet the needs of those under his charge, and consistently displayed a passion for 

serving his country.   

 

As a person, Michael always tried to make the best of every situation, and was often seen with 

a huge, cheesy grin on his face.  He was also a friend to everyone he met.  In the words of his 

mother,  

“Mikey was always a very friendly, outgoing, joking, loving, kind person.  It didn’t matter 

who it was.  Boy, girl, big, small, black, white…he definitely did not discriminate.  Looks 

or beliefs did not bother him.  He was very open-minded, and just wanted everyone to be 

happy.” 

 

Scholarship applicants should possess the high character and values that Michael demonstrated 

through life, and service.  To be considered for the scholarship, applicants should meet the 

following criteria: 

 Be frequently involved in community service projects or volunteer work 

 Possess a strong desire to engage with people of different backgrounds 

 Be a strong leader among his or her peers 

 Consistently maintain a positive attitude 

 Be a senior student (graduating class of 2017) who will be attending an institution of 

higher learning 

 Possess a GPA of 2.5 or higher 

 

Two scholarships of $1,000 will be awarded.  One scholarship will be awarded to a student of El 

Modena High School in Orange, CA.  The other scholarship will be awarded to a student of 

Greenbrier High School in Greenbrier, TN.  Students should upload parts 1 and 2 of the 

application, and email them to palacio.scholarship@gmail.com.  The deadline to submit an 

application is May 25, 2018.  Each recipient will be selected and notified no later than his/hers 

respective graduation date. 

  



Application (Part 1) 
Personal Information 

Name:            ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:        ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #:        ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email:             ___________________________________________________________________ 

High School:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

GPA:               ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extracurricular Activities 

Briefly describe any community service projects or volunteer work in which you have 

participated in the past year.  Include the names of any organizations you have served, if 

applicable. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Briefly describe any leadership roles you have held in the past year.  Include the names of any 

organizations for which you were a leader, if applicable. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

References 

Please provide (2) character references.  At least one reference should be a faculty or staff 

member from your respective high school.  Note:  Character references should not be family members. 

 

Reference 1 

Name:      ______________________________________________________________________   

Phone #:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email:       ______________________________________________________________________ 

Relation to applicant: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

Reference 2 

Name:      ______________________________________________________________________   

Phone #:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email:       ______________________________________________________________________ 

Relation to applicant: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Application (Part II) 
Please complete both questions.  You may use a separate sheet of paper if necessary. 

 

In 250 words or less, explain why you think it is important to engage, and embrace people who 

come from different backgrounds, lifestyles, and cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 250 words or less, describe a time that you formed a relationship with someone through 

volunteer or service work, who you normally would not have associated with.  What you have 

you learned from that relationship? 

 

 

 
 


